A Glossary of Traditional Symbols in Literature

	SUBJECT
	IMAGE
	POSSIBLE AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

	Yearly Cycles


	spring
	birth, youth, fertility, rejuvenation

	
	summer
	maturity, vigor, accomplishment

	
	autumn
	fruition, fulfillment, aging, preparation for death

	
	winter
	death, emptiness

	Daily Cycles
	dawn
	birth, enlightenment, deliverance from fear, new beginnings

	
	morning
	youth, optimism

	
	afternoon
	maturity, vigor, accomplishment

	
	sunset
	death, moral glory

	
	twilight
	death, departure, mystery

	
	night
	death, the unknown, frightening, desolate, erotic

	Directions
	up
	toward spiritual, intellectual, heaven

	
	down
	toward material, carnal, hell

	
	north
	toward wilderness, purity, moral repressiveness

	
	south
	toward sensuality, freedom from restraint

	
	east
	toward one’s origin, beginnings

	
	west
	toward death, adventure 

	Colors
	white
	purity, innocence, holiness, peace, hope, wisdom, void, cold, gayity, weightlessness, space, void, truth, lack of life

	
	black
	sorrow, evil, death, depression, judgment, evaluation, law, loneliness, mourning, gloom, night, mystery weight, refinement, dignity 

	
	gray
	mediocrity, sickliness, industrialization, aging, indecision, neutrality, inferiority, maturity, indecision, steadfastness, support, dullness, wisdom, destruction

	
	red
	Dark:  powerful emotion, passion, hate, impending threat  anger

Tint:  healthy spontaneity, energy, life, blood, love, bravery, strength, sexual passion, sentiment

Pure:  excitement, pleasant, heat, stable

	
	green
	Deep:  nature, coolness, hope, growth, abundance

Tint:  restful

Yellow Green:  immaturity, spring, 

Cold:  Ghostliness, horror

Pure: youth, vigor, harmony, balance, gentleness, reliability, 
rebirth, jealousy, envy

	
	yellow
	Pure:  sun, light, joy warmth, stimulation weightless  

Grayed:  sickliness, weakness, decay, fear, suspicion 

	
	purple
	royalty, riches, spirituality, magic, inner-awareness, reformation, purification, trust, faith, majestic, ruler of mankind, luxury, warmth

	
	violet
	mystery, stillness, despair, depression, mourning, coldness

	
	blue
	Pure:  distance, moonlight, evening, coolness, calmness, sadness

Warm and Tinted:  soothing restful, relaxing, peaceful, idealism, truth, self-reliance, integrity, nobility, intellect, 

	
	orange
	Pure:  sunshine, warmth, heat, excitement, stimulation, health, outstanding, marriage, physical vitality, pride, enthusiasm, ambition, mentality, endurance

	
	brown
	tradition, organization, solidarity, conventional ideas, earth, country, reliability

	Celestial Bodies
	sun
	reason, enlightenment, success, elemental energy, life

	
	moon
	mystery, the imagination

	
	stars
	the immutable laws of the universe

	
	comets and meteors
	unnaturalness, portents of disaster

	Weather


	wind
	the power of nature, inspiration

	
	storm clouds
	hostility of nature

	
	rain
	gloom, the restoration of life (after a drought)


	
	snow
	termination of life, transformation of the familiar, death, emptiness, purity 


	
	fog
	uncertainty, mystery, obscurity

	
	sky
	freedom

	
	water
	quenching of thirst, death by drowning, purification, baptism

	
	fire
	passion, lover, destructives, purification

	
	ice
	rigidity, death

	
	light
	reason, knowledge


	Topography
	earth
	source of life, gross materiality

	
	ocean
	the ungovernable, the infinite, the unfathomable

	
	forest
	natural chaos, freedom, spontaneity

	
	mountain
	obstacle, mystical illumination

	
	cavern
	sexual luxuriousness, lust

	
	desert
	sterility, impotence

	
	running water
	life, purity, fertility

	
	river
	journey, the course of a human life

	
	spring (fountain)
	mysterious source of energy or inspiration

	
	cliff
	crucial situation, inaccessibility 

	Animal Life
	quadrupeds
	spontaneous animalism

	
	reptiles
	deceit, horror

	
	horse
	masculinity

	
	bull
	masculinity, violence

	
	bee
	industriousness, conscientiousness, citizenship

	
	ant
	industriousness, mystery

	
	grasshopper, cricket
	carefree improvidence

	
	wild bird
	freedom

	
	caged bird
	unjust imprisonment, violation of nature

	
	lion, tiger
	predators

	
	spider
	predators, calculation, artistry

	
	rat, mouse
	Secretiveness

	Man’s Environment and Tools
	home, house
	a family, an inhabitant; 

	
	city, town
	Rationality, order restraint; anonymity (city only), human fulfillment 

	
	journey, road
	the course of human life

	
	fireplace, hearth
	security

	
	knife
	Violence

	
	candle
	illumination; the “fire of life”

	
	Ship
	Any social unit, a society, a government

	
	theatrical stage
	the human condition; man’s “role playing”

	
	bread
	nourishment for the body

	
	wine
	nourishment for the mind

	
	clock
	measurement of time, calculation, rationality

	Vegetative Life
	trees
	vegetative life of nature; the organic principle

	
	rose
	femininity, youth, tenderness; briefness; beauty

	
	sunflower, heliotrope
	devotion of source of life

	
	violet
	shy delicacy

	
	blades of grass
	human lives

	
	roots 
	source, origin

	
	falling leaves
	confusion, abandonment


	Man’s Body
	hair
	sexuality

	
	forehead
	intelligence

	
	eyes
	consciousness

	
	lips
	power to speak; power to kiss

	
	hands, arms
	strength, power to manipulate environment

	
	breasts
	compassion; consolation (female); security

	
	heart
	love

	
	genitals
	aggression (male); life-giving power

	
	spleen
	melancholy; bad temper

	
	legs, feet
	locomotion

	
	blood
	life, mortality


