Literary Terms

Literary elements:  are the structures that authors use to create a work of literature.  

Plot:  is what happens in the story—all the related events that move the story from beginning to end.  The plot shapes a work of literature.  

Setting: is the background for the action of a story. 

Mood:  is the background for the action of a story.  

Conflict: is the struggle between two opposing forces.  The five types of conflict are: man vs. man, man vs. himself, man vs. society, man vs. nature, and man vs. supernatural fate.  Internal:  struggle tat takes place in the mind or inside of the character.  External:  when a character struggles with an outside force.  
Resolution: (denouement) is the final unraveling of the plot; e.g., the solution of a mystery or an explanation or outcome.

Rising Action: begins with the inciting force, gains in interest and power as the opposing groups come into conflict, and proceeds to the climax 

Falling Action: follows the climax and presents the resolution of a dramatic plot.

Protagonist:  is the main character.  They struggle against the Antagonist, his opponent or rival in the story.  

Characters: are the imaginary people that appear in the passage.  A character can be a person, object, or animal.  

Characterization: is the way that an author introduces a character, letting a reader get tot know that character. 

Direct Characterization tells the audience what the personality of the character is.  
Example: “The patient boy and quiet girl were both well mannered and did not disobey their mother.” Explanation: The author is directly telling the audience the personality of these two children. The boy is “patient” and the girl is “quiet.” 
Indirect Characterization shows things that reveal the personality of a character. There are five different methods of indirect characterization: 
	Speech 
	What does the character say? How does the character speak?

	Thoughts
	What is revealed through the character’s private thoughts and feelings?

	Effect on others toward the character. 
	What is revealed through the character’s effect on other people? How do other characters feel or behave in reaction to the character? 

	Actions
	What does the character do? How does the character behave?

	Looks
	What does the character look like? How does the character dress? 


Through description, an author can tell how characters look, dress, and ages are, just as you might describe a friend of yours to someone. 

Exposition: is the introductory material which creates the atmosphere or mood, gives the setting, introduces the characters, and supplies other facts necessary to understand conflict.

Flashback: is a device by which a writer presents material that occurred prior to the current action.  Various methods may be used, among them recollections of characters, narration by the characters, dream sequences, and reveries.

Foreshadowing:  prepares the reader for action to come.

Static Character: Static characters are minor characters in a work of fiction who do not undergo substantial change or growth in the course of a story. Also referred to as "two-dimensional characters" or "flat characters."
Dynamic Character:  are characters that change as a result of conflict.
Round Character: A round character is a major character in a work of fiction who encounters conflict and is changed by it.
Flat Characters:  are constructed around a single idea or quality.  They are simple, one-dimensional, and immediately recognizable.  

Narration:  is the telling of the story through a speaker.  It can affect the characterization, tone, plot, mood, and credibility of the text.
Dialogue:  is conversation between two or more people.

Monologue:  a speech by one person with out interruption by other voices.  
Soliloquy: characters speak aloud to themselves. 

Point of view:  the perspective from which a story is told.  First-person:  narrator tells a story from his or her own point of view.  Third-person:  narrator is an unnamed personality who stands back from the story as it is told.  Third Person Limited:  is a narrator whose information is restricted by what the character sees, hears, feels, and thinks.  Third Person Omniscient: is a narrator who is seemingly supernatural or all-knowing.

Theme: is the author’s statement about the human experience.  No proper them is simply a subject or an activity.  Both theme and thesis imply a subject and a predicate of some kind. Universal Themes:  are common messages found in many works of literature.  
Tragic Hero: a literary character who makes an error of judgment or has a fatal flaw that, combined with fate and external forces, brings on a tragedy
Tragic Flaw:  is the flaw, error, or defect in the tragic hero, which leads to his downfall.

Historical context:  differs from other forms of literary criticism in that it focuses on the “big picture,” the world as it existed in a given time and place.

Cultural relevance:  is the works relationship to the culture in which it is produced.  
Literary Devices:  Figurative Language

Allegory:  a work in which the characters, setting, or events represent ideas or beliefs that are more than they appear to be on the surface; in an allegory, everything symbolically stands for something.  Example:  George Orwell’s Animal Farm is a story about the animals and a farmer on the surface but is really a look at the corruption of Stalin-era Russia.

Alliteration:  the repetition of the same consonant sounds in lines of poetry or prose. Example:  “From forth the fatal loins of these two foes”-Shakespeare

Allusion:  a reference to a well-known place, literary or art work, famous person, or historical event; in today’s world, these references are often related to pop culture.  Example:  You tell your friends that your nephew reminds you of Bart Simpson; if they know this character from the popular cartoon The Simpsons, they would have a picture of a wisecracking and misbehaving boy!

Analogy:  an extended explanation or description of something unfamiliar or difficult to explain by comparison with something familiar.  Example:  “Life is like a box of chocolates; you never know what you’re going to get.”-Forest Gump
Anaphora:  is one of the devices of repetition in which the same expression is repeated at the beginning of two or more lines, clauses, or sentences.  Example:  I not happy.  I am not happy”-Fahrenheit 451

Apostrophe: is a figure of speech in which a person, quality, or supernatural force is directly addressed as though present. 

Archetype:  is an image, a descriptive detail, a plot pattern, or a character type that occurs frequently in literature, myth, religion, or folklore, and is therefore believed to evoke profound emotions in the reader because it awakens a primordial imaged in his unconscious memory and thus calls into play illogical but strong responses. 

Connotation: is the cluster of implications that words or phrases may carry with them, as distinguished from their detonated meanings.
Denotation: is the specific, exact meaning of a word, independent of its emotional coloration or associations.

Details:  facts that are included or those omitted.
Diction: is the use of words in oral or written discourse.
Hyperbole:  exaggeration to create an effect. Example:  I would rather die than eat brussels sprouts.

Imagery:  the use of words or phrases that evoke the sensations of sight, hearing, touch, smell, or taste. Example:  Edgar Allan Poe opens “The Fall of the House of Usher” with “During the whole of a dull, dark, and soundless day in the autumn of the year, when the clouds hung oppressively low in the heavens…”  Poe’s word choices help the reader picture the day and the mood.
Irony:  a contrast between expectation and reality; there are three common types of irony.  Verbal irony:  involves a contrast between what is said or written and what is meant.  Example:  After a day of mischief, little Juan was tired.  With a smile, his mother put him down for a nap, cooing sweetly, “Now, you can rest, my little angel.” Situational irony:  occurs when what happens is very different from what is expected to happen.  Example:  In Aesop’s fable “The Tortoise and the Hare,” A tortoise wins a race of speed against a hare.  Dramatic irony:  occurs when the audience or the reader knows something a character does not know.  Example:  In reading a tragic novel in which a character is ill and going to die, the reader might learn of the character’s illness before the character does.  
Metaphor:  a direct comparison between two unlike things without using the words like or as.  Example:  The sun was a ball of fire.

Motif:  a recurring object, concept, or structure in a work of literature.  
Onomatopoeia:  words that imitate the sound they are naming.  Examples:  woof, meow, slash, boom, hiss, buzz, pitter-patter

Personification:  the author elevates an animal, object, or ideas to the level of a human.
Simile:  comparison between two things using like or as.  Example:  “Sometimes I feel like a motherless child”-African American spiritual

Syntax:  the manner in which a speaker or author constructs a sentence affects what the audience understands.  
Symbolism:  when any object, person, place, or action that has a meaning in itself and is also used to represent a meaning beyond itself, such as a quality, an attitude, a belief, or a value.  Example:  a skull and crossbones are often a symbol that warns of poison
Tone: is the speaker or narrator’s attitude toward the subject, established by the author’s use of style, including diction, detail, imagery, syntax, and language.
Rhetorical Strategies
Anecdote:  a brief story told as an example to illustrate a point.  
Argumentation:  A writer’s attempt to convince the reader of a point.  It is based on appeals to reason, evidence proving the argument, and sometimes emotion to persuade.  Some arguments attempt merely to prove a point, but others go beyond proving to inciting the reader to action.  
Rhetoric:  is the art of using words to persuade in writing or speaking. 

Pathos (Emotions):  is the quality in art and literature, which stimulates pity, tenderness, or sorrow in the reader or viewer.  Examples:  creativity-desire for recognition by self-expression.  Achievement- the need to attain money, fame, or fulfillment.  Independence- the drive to be unique, to stand out, to be individual.  Conformity-the desire to be included.  Endurance- to achieve satisfaction by bearing burdens others could not.  Fear-to resist, avoid, or defeat threats to the self or society.   Advantages:  produces immediate results.  Disadvantages:  has limited impact, can backfire, provides limited factual support.  
Ethos (Ethics):  is a persuasive appeal based on the character and credibility of the speaker or writer.  Examples:  Religion-the desire to follow the rules and behavior of one’s faith, Patriotism-the urge to place one’s country before personal needs, Standards-the desire to be a good citizen, good student, good parent, Humanitarianism-secular appeal to help others, save the environment, help the helpless.  Advantages:  can be very powerful, if the audience shares standards Disadvantages:  depends on readers who accept similar principles
Logos (Logic) :  is the means of persuasion by demonstration of logical proof, real or apparent. Examples:  test results, standard research findings, statistics, numbers, percentages, expert testimony, eyewitness testimony, and surveys.  Advantages:  provides evidence for major decisions Disadvantages:  has limited impact, can backfire, and provides limited factual support

Images:  vivid appeals to understanding through the senses.
Inference:  is an educated guess based on information already given.  Making inferences means reading appropriately “between the lines.”  Generalization:  is a specific inference in which you apply knowledge to new situations that are related.  
Induction: (inductive proof) the form of reasoning in which we come to conclusions about the whole on the basis of observations of particular instances; from an accepted fact or facts to a conclusion based on them; argument from the particular to the general; scientific reasoning.

Deduction:  a method of reasoning which works from a general statement to a particular instance; the primary form of deductive thinking is represented in the syllogism.  While induction attempts to arrive at truth, deduction guarantees sound relationships between statements.  
Claim:  also called the proposition, the claim answers the question “What are you trying to prove?”  It may appear as the thesis statement of your essay, although in some arguments it may not be stated directly. 

Warrant:  an inference or an assumption, a belief or principle that is taken for granted; a guarantee of reliability; in argument it guarantees the soundness of the relationship between the support and the claim.  It allows the reader to make the connection between the support and the claim.  

Oxymoron: is a rhetorical antithesis bringing together two contradictory terms.  Examples are “cheerful pessimist,” “wise fool,” “sad joy,” “eloquent silence.”
Paradox: is a statement, which is seemingly contradictory but may be well founded or true.

Satire: is a literary manner, which blends a critical attitude with humor, often with the goal that human institutions or humanity be improved.
Support:  consists of the materials used by the arguer to convince an audience that his or her claim is sound; These materials include evidence and motivational appeals.  
Rhetorical Question:  is a question that requires no answer.  It is used to draw attention to a point and is generally stronger than a direct statement.  

Purpose:  the specific reason or reasons for the writing .  It conveys what the readers have to gain by reading the essay.  It is the objective or the goal that the writer wishes to establish.

Audience:  the writer’s targeted reader or readers.  The relationship between the writer and the audience is critical 

Logical Fallacies:  are errors in reasoning that render an argument invalid.  

Poetry Terms
Blank Verse consists of unrhymed lines of ten syllables each, the second, fourth, sixth, eighth, and tenth syllables bearing the ACCENTS (iambic pentameter or the way we speak)

Couplet is two lines of verse with similar end-rhymes.

End Rhyme is rhyme that occurs at the ends of the verses in a poem.

Limerick:  A light humorous, nonsensical, or bawdy verse of five anapestic lines usually with the rhyme scheme aabba.
Rhyme/Rime is the repetition of final sounds in accented syllables usually occupying corresponding positions in 2 or more lines. 
Rhyme Scheme is the pattern, or sequence in which the rhyme sounds occur in a stanza or poem.

Sonnet is a lyric poem of fourteen lines that follows one or more rhyme schemes.  
Free Verse is poetry that is based on the irregular rhythmic cadence of the recurrence, with variations of phrases, images, and syntactical patterns rather than the conventional use of meter.  Rhyme may or may not be present, but if it is, it is used with great freedom.
Types of Writing and Writing Terms

Prose: is the term applied to all forms of written or spoken expression, which do not have a regular rhythmic pattern.  

Nonfiction:  writing based on facts rather than imagination.  The articles you read in a newspaper, magazine, or encyclopedia are all nonfiction.  

Types of Nonfiction:  Essay:  is typically written to briefly examine a single topic or argue a specific point.  Essays can be informal and personal or formal and expository in nature.  Biography: the story of a person’s life written by someone else.  Autobiography:  is the story of a person’s life written by that person.  Editorial: is a short article that shares an author’s opinion and ideas about current issues.
Fiction:  writing includes made up stories, events, and people..  They are works of imagination.  

Types of Fiction:  Short Stories: are works that ell a complete story in jus a few pages and have a clear beginning, middle, and end.  Novel:  is any long fictional story written in prose.  Legend: which can appear in either story or novel form, is typically a story passed down through generations that tells about the life of a hero.  Myth:  is a traditional story that was, at one time, accepted as being true.  It explains views of a people about the world and life.  Mystery:  is a work in which suspense or terror plays a controlling part as a mysterious occurrence is unraveled.  

Expository Essay:  is to explain a topic.  Essays that analyze an idea and research reports are examples of expository essays.  

Persuasive Essay:  the author tries to influence readers to share a point of view or to do something.  Your ability to persuade depends not just on what you have to say but also on how you say it.  

Narrative Essay (Personal Narrative):  includes stories and accounts of events.  It can also include passages that describe places, objects, and people in a creative way.  Narratives can be fiction (made up) or nonfiction (true stories).  Narrative writing uses descriptive language to create tone and mood.  Personal narratives, biographies, autobiographies, memoirs, and narrative poems are all examples of narrative writing.

Descriptive Essay:  is a rich way for you to share your own experience or knowledge with your audience.  The goal is to put readers in your shoes for a while.  Through the words you write on the page, you want the reader to see what you see, hear what you hear, and experience every detail of the person, place, or thing you are describing.  

Reflective Essay:  offers the writer’s ideas about and reactions to a work or an idea.  You can reflect on literature, an interesting quotation, a life experience, a painting, or just about anything that makes you think.  

Research Essay (Paper): is a genre of writing that emphasizes the combination of personal insights and secondary material gathered through focused research and investigation of a particular topic. 

Thesis:  The thesis sentence is a topic sentence that names and narrows the topic. The thesis statement specifies exactly what points will be discussed in the paper and in what order.
Funnel Introduction (ANT): an introduction that moves from the general to the specific, from the universal to the local
Plagiarize:  To use and pass off (the ideas or writings of another) as one's own.

Coherence:  a logical, orderly, and consistent relationship of the parts of the essay

Parenthetical Citation:  an in-text citation used to document sources and direct readers to the full bibliographic citations listed in the Works Cited; includes the author’s last name and the page number where the information is found
Diction:  the word choice of a writer. Different writers prefer different styles or sets of words.
Proofread:  to read (copy or proof) in order to find errors and mark corrections 
Colloquial:  characteristic of or appropriate to the spoken language or to writing that seeks the effect of speech; informal

Modern Language Association Format :  “MLA” format is a set of guidelines for formatting manuscripts.
Topic:  the subject of a speech, essay, thesis, or discourse
Primary Source:  the original document; in this class, the text about which you are writing
Edit:  to prepare written material for publication by correcting grammar

Revise:  to reconsider and change or modify

Outline:  The initial framework or pattern for developing points in a paper

Embedded Quote:  quotes that are weaved into writing to help the essay flow from one idea/example to the next without jarring the readers.  It is the trademark of a skilled writer.
Topic Sentence:  purpose is to introduce what the paragraph is about.

Commentary:  is your analysis, your discussion, your insights, your explanations it immediately follows the example provided and avoids mere summarizing or paraphrasing of the example

Floating Quote:  It does not connect to the original sentence at all.  It is floating on its own; therefore it is known as a FLOATING QUOTE.

Works Cited Page:  a compiled list of the information you used to write your paper;  It is any reference you make to someone else’s idea(s).

Transitions:  words that help you move from one idea to the next and help the paper flow.  They are used to so that readers are able to follow the logic of the composition.   







