	Original Intro:
I never would have guessed that my life would be forever changed by a complete stranger, some lady in the Wal-Mart parking lot.  This woman single handedly restored my faith in humanity.

This lead is alright.  It addresses the prompt and tells the moral/theme of the essay, however it is not exactly RAZZLE-DAZZLE.  It is the type of lead that introduces a 2 essay.


	TYPE: Action

With hands full of luggage I trudge up the final three steps of my journey; I am finally home.  Traveling can be so stressful and this trip was just so.  The flight attendants on the plane didn’t care that I was cold or that I didn’t get enough ice.  The lady at the airline counter didn’t care that I wanted to move to an empty isle seat.  And the cab driver certainly wasn’t worried about making me late.  It was frustrating, but I was glad to be home.  I set down one bag and reach for the overstuffed mailbox and a solitary letter slips to the floor.  It is addressed to me but I do not recognize the handwriting.  I never dreamed what would happen once I opened it.

Better- readers are hooked into wanting to know what happens next.  It does not give too much away up-front and might introduce a 3 or 4 essay.
	TYPE: Simile
People have been compared to a lot of things before.  But, personally, I like the idea that people are much like stained glass windows.  They sparkle and shine when the sun is shining, but when darkness sets in their true beauty is only seen if there is light within.  Sadly, my days had been overcast and filled with darkness…  At least until I opened a letter addressed to me in handwriting I did not recognize.  As soon as the seal was broken and the contents removed I realized that somewhere in the city of Tulsa a resilient light was glowing, wait… shining, no… more than that even-it was radiating in a way that could not be ignored.  It was in this seemingly simple moment that my faith in humanity was restored and the darkness finally lifted.
Again, the idea is the same as the original, but it is now more complex and better developed and full of razzle and dazzle.  Readers gain a sense of intrigue and are hooked into wanting to know how it happened- so they will keep reading this 3 or 4 essay.


Rome was not built in a day… neither were great pieces of literature.  In order to become a better writer it is important to experiment with your style.  Revisit your writing with an unbiased mind and give your original paper a FRESH NEW START (twice)!  You can always go back to your original version, but my guess is that you won’t want to.
EXAMPLE MAKEOVER BELOW:

	Original Intro: write your original introduction in this space first. 

	Circle one of the following lead types and write a BRAND NEW- Razzle Dazzle Intro in this space.

TYPE:  Action     Description    Dialogue

	Circle another one of the following lead types and write a different BRAND NEW- Razzle Dazzle Intro in this space.

TYPE:   Simile    Setting     Reflection



Extreme Makeover: ESSAY Edition











