Reminder: Embedding Quotes
Remember, embedding quotes helps the essay flow from one idea/example to the next without jarring your readers.  It is the trademark of a skilled writer (think 4 or “Advanced” on the grading rubric).










Example of a floating quote:


Maya Angelou dreads the presence of the white trash girls in her grandmother’s store.  “Twanging all the time in their sharp voices like cigar-box guitars” (1).





*Notice how the quote is a sentence unto itself.  It does not connect to the original sentence at all.  It is floating on its own, therefore it is known as a FLOATING QUOTE.





Now look at the same quote properly embedded:


It is apparent that Maya Angelou dreads the presence of the white trash girls in her grandmother’s store because she compares their “sharp voices” to that of “cigar-box guitars”(1).





*This pulls only the important part of the quote into an original sentence.  It provides the context of where, when, and who was speaking.  All this information is formed into ONE well developed sentence.








One More for Good Measure: (label the parts)


On the roof of the training facility Peeta passionately states that he would like to show the capitol that he 





“is more than just a piece in their games” while Katniss looks at him with admiration (94). 

















Here’s another example: (this time you label)


Montag, listening in on Clarisse’s family’s conversation, hears the uncle discussing how they live in “the 





age of disposable tissue,” and how people seem to be “using everyone else’s coattails” (42).


						





Look at the example from above:


It is apparent that Maya Angelou dreads the presence of the white trash girls in her grandmother’s store 


			Speaker				                Who is being talked about	What is going on in the story


because she compares their “sharp voices” to that of “cigar-box guitars”(1).


						Direct Quote





Ask yourself these three questions to aid in embedding:


Who is speaking?


Who are they speaking to/about?


What is going on in the story/excerpt?











