Essay Writing / Types of Leads
1.  Dialogue:  someone saying something properly punctuate with quotation marks

“Where’s Papa going with that ax?” said Fern to her mother as they were setting the table for breakfast.  “Out to the hog house, some pigs were born last night,” replied Mrs. Arable.

2.  Reflection:  thinking back on something that has occurred and its effect on a person or situation
When I look back to that day, standing there clutching my teddy bear as if it were the only anchor to safety I had, it is not without sadness and the shedding of a few tears, even after all these years.  That picture was taken over sixty years ago, but it seems that painful memories are like forgotten thorns that prick us with their wicked barbs when we least expect it.
3.  Character:  a glimpse of a character who will be more developed later in the story

Trisha, the littlest girl in the family, grew up loving books.  Her schoolteacher mother read to her every night.
4.  Action:
  something is happening

The kids in Room B201 were misbehaving again.  Paper planes whizzed through the air.
5.  Setting:  the description of a time and place the event occurred

The Riddle House stood on the hill overlooking the village, some of its windows boarded, tiles missing from its roof and ivy spreading unchecked over its face.  Once a fine looking manor, and easily the largest and grandest building for miles around, the Riddle House was now damp, derelict, and unoccupied.
6.  Imagery:  author uses sensory words to create mental pictures of characters, settings, etc.

The sign on the wall seemed to quaver under a film of sliding warm water.  Eckels felt his eyelids blink over his stare, and the sign burned in this momentary darkness.
You may use a combination of two or more of these leads. 

**Remember, your lead must accomplish two things:


Grab the reader’s attention


Provide focus for the essay by using the prompt





Avoid:


a rhetorical question


phrases like: 


When I was six . . .


I’ll never forget the time . . .


One day when . . . 


I am going to tell you about . . .


This essay is about a time…
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