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Writing Strong Conclusions
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Now that you know how you are going to connect your story to the prompt, let’s make your conclusion even stronger by giving it some style.  

1. Clincher- a succinct fact or statement that can get right to he point.  EX: It is never easy.

2. Call Back- Tie it back to something that you had in your introduction.  Did you use a metaphor or an allusion that you can refer back to here? 

3. Famous Quote- Can you end with some parting words that you have heard before?  EX:  Ben Franklin was right.  A penny saved is a penny earned. 

4. Dialogue- Sometimes ending a piece with the memorable thing someone said to you is an effective way to finish.  Be sure to punctuate it correctly!  

5. Ah-Ha! Moment- What did you learn from this event?  What did it teach you about yourself or life?

6. Big Picture- Why should this matter to the reader?  How would this example apply to others? 


Once you have decided on a new conclusion, check to make sure it really does tie the whole essay together. Test it by highlighting the word, phrase or idea in your new conclusion that connects back to the prompt!

~ Good Conclusions ~

The goal of your conclusion is to get your reader to understand why they should care. It’s used to help the reader feel satisfied when they finished reading. A good conclusion will help your writing feel complete.

Some Quick Ideas . . .

· Think about what you or the person learned from the experience.

· Think about the impact of the experience.

· Think about how it led to something positive or good.

· Make your last ideas very clear; don’t bring in any new information.

· Help the reader understand why they should care about the experience.

· Always think about the purpose of your paper.

Stay away from . . .

· Writing “in conclusion” or “in summary”

· Just repeating your introduction (copying)

· Bringing in new information you haven’t talked about earlier.

· Try not to write a long summary over everything you wrote.




4. Finally: Make sure your story has a theme and connects to the prompt. 





2. Personal example or story of how the prompt has affected your life





3. Details and elaboration on this story to make it real to the reader





1. Snazzy introduction that hooks the reader into your essay








Your conclusion is the last thing the reader sees before he/she puts a score on your paper.  Many times it is the only way a reader can see how the story that you tell in the essay really does connect back to the prompt.  Let’s look at making your conclusion as strong as the rest of the paper.














